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SflU+ S~!O" 2 Out line of Observations. 

Posit i on •• 
~~ S , 29° 00 ' E in Lake Kivu, between Idjwi island and the west shore of the 
lake , about 7 km from both.Also lies abo~t halfway betwe en Goma ~nd Bukavu 
.1 1 t i t udCl. ot Lal(e i s l '161m. " ' 

¥. 
Blongated ; about 350~l ong by 120m wi de ; l ohg axis lying SV- NE.Consists of a 
r i dge of precambrian ro ck , rising steeply fr om shore to 40m-above l alee at 
highest poi nt . Narrow beaches al ong the shore,especially on SW coast.backed 
by plateaux to 5rn ,\"ide at foot of slope. 

~eJle!:a.!i~n 

a) Ne Ht on i a bu chanan i f orest cove r s t :, e main body of the i sland forming a 
c losert canopy ~t ahou t 30m . Mi ddle-st ori es of forest [air ly open-and dense bush 
layer .Gro tlncl vegetaUo n gene r ally s parse. :~riphytes (orchids , fer<ils ·~d other sPP) 
com iilon bu t fevi lianas . Tree cover a lso includes other spp . apart from Sewtonia 
and e s pe cia l l y Ficus spp . 

Dense bush layer i s mixe d, but Draca ~na stendneri domina tes.Many t:l orny spp. 
°a r e pr esent . 

• 
b) A lb i~~i~ grandibrac t a ta woodland ; a n open ~ood land , ~ypi f ied by 11bizzia 
to :20m ta ll.1-i ixed t ree s pe c ies, a gain ,'li th' many ;"icus spp.Tree cove r broken 
by areas cove r e d wi th tall grass an d bushes , with many l i anas - 'very dense . 

c) Fr i nging woodl and.! dense thi cke t t o l Omtall of mixed spp . cha racterise J 
by Fi c us spp and Phoen i x palms, and broken by glades ot tal l grasses and ot ller 
tal l ground vegeta t i on . 

d) Cut areas . F,x panscs of tang l ed ground vegetat ion , to 2m t a ll, ,'Ii til relict ~ 
trees " 

Fa una• • 

a ) Avifauna 


speci e s l i st; 4-_7_ J ul,Y 1985 

" 	 LOng t ai l e d Cormorant Phal a cr oeorax africanus 

Green backed He r on nutorides striatus 

Li t tle l~gr e t Egre tta garzetta 

llada da Tb i s Bostrychis hagedash 

Great Sparl'o,..ha'....k Acci p iter melanoleueos 

Ro Knobbed Coot Fuliea cr i stata 

Wate r Diklc op Bur hi nus ver mieulatua 

Grey Headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 

Red ;';yed Dove Streptope l i a semitorquata 

Green Pigeon Turtur aust~ali s 

Grey Par rot Psi ttac us er i thacus 

Ross Turae o ~iusophaga rossae 

COlle a l s pp . Centrop us spp . 

0'....1 spr SU-igidae spp . 

Hottled Sl'/ift lpus aequat6 r ia l is 

Na r ina 's Trcgon Apalo derma nari nae 

Bar TaileL1 Trogon lpa loderma vittatum 

Pygmy Kingf isher Ispi dina picta 

Ca r dinal ~oodpecker 	 Dendropicos fuscescDBs 
Gr ey ' :0\) (1 ):~ c: ker !:csopicos goer tnc 

Ang t a sl..al10\{ I1 i rundo an2:olens is 

',-lells ',{agtail 
 Motacilla eapensis 
Yell ow vented Bulbul 

Pycnonotus barbatus 
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Chlorocich la flavicollisYel l ow t hroa t ed Leatlove 


Red Cappe d Robin Chat Cossypha natalensis · 

Snowy he a ded Robin Chat . Cossypha niveic~pilla 


Thrush spp . ~ Turdus 8 ;)11 . 


Grey Backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 

:1 a t t Ie eye li'lyca t c he r .. Blatysteira cyanea 


. Paradige Flycatcher Terpsiphone v ir i d is 

Green Hea ded Sunbird Nectarinia vertica l is 

Olive Bel l ied Sunbi r d t. Ncctar inia ch l oropygia
,~ 

Hed Chested Sunbird Nect a r i nia erythrocerca 

Yel l ow White e y e Zosterops senegalens: s 

Yel low Fropted Cana ry Serinus mozamb icus 

Atr icanCi t r il Seri nus citrjne lloides 

Common \laxbill Estr i lda :1strild 

Spectacled Weave r Ploce us ocularis 

Black Necked Weaver Pl oceus nigricol lis 

Holub 'S Go l d en Weaver Ploceus xanthops 

Pied Cr ow Corvus albus 
 . 

~ 

b ) Hammals 

~abbits; probably i n tr oduced euro pe a n rabbits ( Or ycto lag us c uniculus) 
Common . Bl ac k i ndi vi dua l s presen t. 

1nte l ope ; Un common a nd ve ry shy . ·Prob a b lY a duileer CC e phalophus s Pp . ) 

Monkey. At least one s mal l group of Cercopithecu s mitis' ; probably the 
endemic Jd j wi s ubspe c i e s C. rn.schouteden i. 

5. ~c£l~g!c~F~a!u£e~ 

a } Ne wtoni a forest is found elsewhere in East and Ce ntral Afri ca.Around 
Kivu , hO lie ver , the lake e dge f i) rests h a ve be en largely destroyed and ~ 
reduc ed to re lict p atches.Shu-s hu repr esents one of the largest of these 
pa t ches and thus . has a loca l ecologi ~al va l ue . 

b } In g e nera l t h e fa una and flo r a is not d i verse . This is to be expected 
on an i s land o f c omparable size.Many more b ird species may be expected 
t o oc cur as visi t ors, either as mi grants during the northern wi nter 

~ or t o f orage when the Fi cus t ree spp.are fruiting . 

c /) · S ome s pecies are o f special i nterest however.The monkeys, for examp~ 
a r e probably the most acces s i nble individuals of their subspec i es. 

d) Pri gog i ne t s Owl ; (Dfiodilus piigoginei ). ·This owl i~ known from only 
one spec imen , obtained NW oG Lake Tanganyilta.It might be expected 
in the Kivu region . Noth ing i s k nown of it ' s ecology, but asiatic members 
of the group are f orest ~we llcrs , often j •• l' . ~ forag i ng near water. 
I t fo l lows tha t a ny lakes ide forest may b e a possible hab i tat, placing 
a spe c ial i ntere st i n the undis t urbid Shu- shu wo udland . 

6. Hum a n Use. 

a) It is poss ib l e t ha t the is land l\'as designat e d as a fo r e st r esevve 

i n the past. 

b) The isla nd \\'a s set tle d in t he early 1960 s , but then abandone d.The 

A lbi ~ z i a wo od l aad pr obably represents regrowtll in cleared a reas. 

C) There has been s ome recent c learing, but the area affecte·.! is li mi ted, 

d) Rabbits , a ntelopes and monkeys have a ll b ee n introduced from Idjwi 

probab l y as sources ·of food for " t he settlers :'\nd fishermen. 

e} Shu-shu is now use d for temp ora.'y. fi srti n g ";u.I,,ps . 'l'hcre is some \iooJ 
cutt i ng for firewood but thi s is not serious. 

t ) The island is a l so us~d by resident Europeans as a pic-nie site. 


http:Tanganyilta.It
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7 ) Po t e nt i al Use. 

a ) If left, tIle i s l and will almost c'erta in ly be clea r ed as aee virtualJy 
all the oth er s mal l islands on t he l ake.This p r oc ess i s alre ady taking 
place on Shu- sllul 1 (pe tit Shu-s hu).. 
b) Cle~rance would de s tr oy til e ecological in te rest of the i sland and a l s o 
des tro~ a poss ib l e a s sei to tourism on the lalce.The best l and-use wou l d 
be one that uses the forese a nd the natur al beauty of the island. 

cO The island i s l{el l placed as a ha lf- \-IaY st l;pover for boat trips 
on the lake , between Goma( the ~ entre f or t ourists on Lake Kivu) and 
Bukav u whic h id tb e point of access t o the Knhuzi-Biega park.GiVen that 
t he Goma-Bukavu r oad is i n a llo or s tate of re p;, i I", boa t i s the mos t 
acces sible and comfor t abl e mea ns of t ransport fo r visitors and a lso 
perm i ts the bes t vi el'ls of th 2 scenic beauty of t he are a . • 

~ 

d) Very 'simpl e ma nage me nto.f the island is all that i s ne S"l.ssary ; 
nc c ommenu ; t wo c leareu l an u i.n:;s on t he N. Z. an(l S . \! . pC\-r t:.or t !IC is land 
t o ca tch the s un i n the ;;lOr n i ng ~nJ af t e r noon , r e ;-,;pe c L.t ve l y . ·'The l an d i nis 
al.so would Gi ve S\v ll!l;;:ing . !J l aces. 

46 ; a pa t h f o llowing t he ce ntr a l ri d:..-;c , thr o 'd ~h t:lC r~ e\v t on i a 
f orest . Th i s off ers v iews of Idj~i a nd the mainl and and oppur tunities f or 
b ird- wat c h i ng . AIso t he for es t i t self i s ~n as s e t beacuse of its natural 
beauty . ~ ., . Two paths lead i ne from the l andi ngs to the rid ge pa t h • 

IJ '; ronda ve ls, t ab l es etc , are not r e c ol:ll!1c ndcd as they could 
not be k ep t safe t rom va ndali s m wi t hout cons t ant surveil l ance.The 
necessary ma terial to s e t up a pic - ni c site , plus the f lod, c ould be 
c ar ri ed on t he boat. 

The pygmy fishermen pr () v i de an a dded po int of i nt e rest wh i l e on Shu-shu . 

e) Protection o f the is land pr i r!larilt fo r vis i tor use should b e t _ 
re i nforced by off i cia l s tatus .Park st.atus is not suitable . Suggest 
forest reserve s tatus, or a f orm of pr i vate reserve b y l ocal a greement . 
The possib il i ties he re rC(lu ire further exp l ora t i on. ' 

,. 
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Cher ami, 

" J I ai 1)1en~rEt<;u a ~ SOD- temps votr§ lettr e 

'itu 15 juin par laquelle 'vous avez bien xoulu~ 

rtt' annrenclre 0 1.12 -le s ' ile s ' Ch6uchou dAns Ie '9.0 'Ki'l u 

sereient attrihu~s A un villageois ~~ l'e~droit 

qlii- -rtsqu'era it ,.de -coilpe-r '~ for@t---'PoU't: '7 -f'a i '!'e ete s 

charbons de bois at des champs de haricots. 
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..,J.- J e fais fair 'e une en6uete -o a r~ les aut orites 


de 18 ReRibn 'du Kivu ' et au ' besoin inter~ire ; l'Occu

pat :i:on -de 'ces iHr~r pour lEH'- raison's que vous avez 

evoquees nans v6tre pv€c i tee et que je trouve tout a 

fait judicieuses • . 
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En " Vo.us ;' teme r ci ant . 
.raba~a.tiop.; je voua 
l' expre~si.one,' me's 
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/Tlhu: 
),>:E_' ·.l~_·t ~L 1·:,.,:. }.J,E..r' ;l. :: . 

'I .. ' " t tl tul iku t umiya nR kunij u. .J..ish~ ya~\yosemakB. j uu 
y a vis anr-:a Shushu . Ak sant~ kWrt mashnuri Yako, Vz.idl km'Ta tnc''l.siklb 
na macho yanf!:uo 

Ni:ne sikia pia kama wakubwa wa.Joj ah a.l1qja 
np lll}'aZun,gu N.gngep enda vi s!.J.nga hiv~lO vibakie k atik a hali yao; 
ndege nyama nR. miti v i sigu'B'flTe. NL vizuri ilaki ni mpaka sasa 
sij apata nata bar U'lJlTa moj a ya ~;Takubwa juu ya visaf\ga hivyo o 
N2kuj uliisha kama Shushu mdogo DR. mkubwa haviko vya reserve, ni 
Cppfferie '~~ ngia mababuo H:J.kl ~n8. kiuaruiva eha 1 fEtat t ungcho.iua 
c..~a.. kuvitiYr:J ku reser ve. N.?" n ,io !n.q a n ·-!. nilivimupa MASANGA S"" "rs vi 
le niliwap a 'lJI,ratu we!lgine mashcwba ku chef-ferie. Hakukuwa fasi 
ingina ya kumupatia. 

Ikiwo 1 'Et r.lt wal a socie te fulani ina
-penda kukamata visanga vyenyewe. k8.tikr.l nj ia ya usmvana k"ra mafER 
ya wR.nainchi wote mi miwal a. ~R.scmp;a hatu'lJlTezi kuikatalia. Bora 
ij ul ikA.ne kama hatukufanya makosa na kama sisi wote tuna'tafuta 
maendeleo kr.ltika masik i liz8.no . 

Ningependa umujulishe Popol maneno 
hayo j~u yeye hufi k a ku visanga mara nyingi na ku Zone juu ya 
do s sier hiyo lakini mp aka s asa hatuj a onana kwa kumupa mafasirio 
hayo . l 

S,glar:1U kwako ria Munguakubariki na 

akupatiy e ma isha marefu . 

\ 1ll1imi IvIWAl.liII RUBENGA BERA BALEKAGE.
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