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( W~~h i ng t on, D.C ., Ootob.r 24 , 1990) Th~ nwand a n Go ve~nbent 

t oday rQPort e d tllot t h~ invadin g troope, which .nter~d Rwanda 

!~om U~ftnda on Outobe r 1, 1990, havs bee n elaughtsring wild li f e 

Rwandan Cover nmen t o f fi oial s eta t e tha t the troops h av~ 

nQQdlGlIlIly Kill~(\ fill~phantf.'l, hippopot .. ml, ohimpan!!eel!l, 

Th e r~bol~ h~vQ ~lso bg en burn ln~ the 

pa~k , and it is repor t~d t ha t ?ne -quart~r of the park has already 

been destroyed . 

~ooordin g to the GoYcrn mC! nt, the r~b~19 / .mot i vtt for the 

d ~ ~ truot ion iQ to c l ea r t hq land f or humah ~ettlement . Th s 

Kim@lnyl or S.!t.oramento S t at ", hae e tatec1 that .it i s unfai r t o 

pr$IHllrV ~ ths n a tional park t or wil<:Hir . whil~ 'Om. Rw~nr1an9 don't 

h a v~ onough l a n d t o 9 r ow crope. Aleo , Ma1or-Gena r ~1 FrG d 

Rw igQm~ , the l ead~ r o f t he i nvading t roops i n Rwenda , has pledged 

t-n rla;ar th" oo tiro )l •• t ••Ul · P &I!IJt e f \li lAl ![,l .....J Lv 1;Ic;rI..Ll~ 

pG!515ible. 
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HowevAt:"/ t h Q D.Wahct(l.t\ GO\'~t'M\"llt yta tco that tile lo.nd , whic h 

htll'J h ut Q~fW Inh . ~ l,ted b~r hllm~fi. rot' e lmo' +:' 1~D yed I:"s, i s not. 

6uitebls ro t" hU ma n h ab itation bec ause o f the poo r qua llt:r of th. 

Boi1 ~n ct the l. ro~ p.r9 .e ~oo ot Too-Tb~ {l ies ~nd Q th ~ r in ~~~ t ~ 

wh ir.:h ca r ry d i gaatJQ g wh l o h mllY h r\ 1'1\. \:: .. 1 to l\u r!'. ~no. 

Speciflc" l ly , t} \f~ r ebel s ha.ve [l laU9h t. e ~ t!d 20 of only 4 2 

elephent8 living in t he p ark . Theoe e l ephantg a~e P~ Lt or a 

r'Je~arc h p r ojQol;;. bei n g oo nd uct ed by the l\t lll 11 t~ Zoo. 

In 1 9 7!5 I thQ Rwa noan Cove r nma n t I worJd n; jil1 n t 'lr I.d t il l1h. 

Wo r ld Wildl i f e f un d Ilnd t h e Africa n Wi l dlifa f ounda t ion , 

d~velops d a p ro~ram to r glocate o lephan t s l ivln9 In 0 d en sel~ 

p opulat e d a r 9~ n .8 r Ki ga li, th~ c apita l city - . whar. both th~ 

~ l Qt-' h an til ' . u r v i '; a 1 a nd aq r icul t \,.\ral proC'll lr. r . ion \l TQr. t hrg ~ ~e ned ­

., .. 1- ...... "' •• '.'_L_ ~ U.."l'lco.L~u C'1 no .t.J yo ung ~ l ephant! wet"e transport ed 

b y h .licopt.r t o t he nor thot' n reQi on nf L ' AY.~90 r ", ~hen~ Ult.ly 

M~v ~ liv~~ , pro. por Qd aftd rop~uduced for l' YSQrs . ThR ~~ l ~n t a 

Z~Q h~. ~•• K u LY~~l n~ ~h o prv J ~c t , whicn 1t ie ho pC'1 d will .arVe 

~B a r.10dQ l t or . olv inq e 1mill1t." wild li f e problem, Lhroughout 

A t r ic~ . Atl~nt a zoo or t ic i a l9 wer e fo~ced to fle~ th e r agian rl 

when tha troop~ invadll d t hQ. pa r~. 

RW lH l d ., I nt. l l igQnc ~ rgporte al so ind i ca te .that th~ l~lH'I':'t"~ 

of I t,. lnv~ole " , op.t~Lin9 o u t Of Uganda / are p la nn i ng to lau nch 

• nOl'1 tt' e1'\\: tlu v .... '# h t h o volcano Nationa l t-a r k 1n nor t.heastern 

Rwe hn~. That plI rk i s t:he home ot t he fll mo u:5 mou nta i n gor il la!! 
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f .!!tur a d i n the f ilm "CorillaQ 1n the l1i ~t." figh t-.i ng in I:hhl 

r~ qion would threaten tho vQry exi~t~nco o f the approximately 400 

~x i.t lnq mo unta in go~111~9 in tho world. 

Th g Rwanda n Go v Qrnrr.ent b~11ev•• the. t t he p r ot~c:t i ol\ 1) [ 

wl1dlifQ ~nd na turo ig axtr~moly i mpor tan t to the ~co-.ystem and 

crit ic~l f or t hQ survival of Rwand a as a wh o l e. .Rwand a'. 

I't-Qai d snt , JUVQ na). Ha by a r ima n o., ie oOlMli tted to consel.'va tio l1 

p r o j .ete t tn' ougho ut R.w~nd ~ e.n d he ha s ,....ceived e.w~ll:d. f r om 

pr9stigiOUG i n t3r nat 1o na l cons~ r va t i oh groups for his c om~ltm~nt . 

Hith a p op u lati o n of almo' t 7 mi l li o n psopl e, Rwanda i . the 1!10St 

don ~Q l~ populat6d c oun t r y i n ~ u b- Sa haran Af r ica . 

"I t l s h op ect t h at the tri ond~ of na t ure and the M~r ic:a n 

Go:yernme n t: Hi ll h Qlp p r e\ vont fur t h e r des tt" uction o f our naturel 

h.r it ag~ a nd wildl i f~ by p u t t i ng pre ,~ure On the Ug~ndan 

g -::lV~rh r.1 .. nt -- whi ch i ~ g u pp o:rt.ing tli'a i nvading fo:rc!!S -- t o 

n't.! o r,.ider t\'\~ir p o l io i~ e /" said President Habye.1.-imana aftet· 119 

wae in fo r me d of th~ t ragedy. 
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