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RNANDA QOVERNMENT REPQRTE INVADERS ARE DESTROYING
NATIONAL PARK, BLAUGHTERING ANIMALS

(Washington, D.C., October 24, 1990) Ths Rwandan Govarnment
today reported that the invading troops, which antared Rwanda
from Uganda on October 1, 1990, hava baen slaughtering wildlife
in the northern raebol-held section of L‘Akagsra National Park.
Rwandan Government officials state that ths troeps have
naadlaessly Killed elsphants, hippopotami, chimpanzess,
rﬁinocmroses and lions. The robels have also baen burning the
park, and it la reported that one-guarter of the park has already
baeen deslroyed,

According teo the Government, the rebels’ motive for the
dastruotion is to clear the land for human settlement. The
idaological-IOAder of the invading forces, Profasscy Aléxander
Kimenyi.of Sacramento State, has stated that it is unfair to
preserve the national park for wildlife while some Rwandans don’t
ha?a enough land to grow cfopa. Also, Major-Gensral Fred
Rwigema, the laader of the invading troops in Rwanda, has pledged
tn rlaar tha ontivao nnllonul'vavﬂ sf 11414008 wid Lu eollla
Rwandan refugess now living in Uganda in that region as soon as

possible,
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Howavar, tha Pwandan Coverimméent states that the land, which
Has hot bean Inhanjited by humans for almost 130 yedrs, is not
suitable for human habitation because of the poor quality of tha
go0il and tha larga prewencos of Taa-Tee f£llas and othar inaartg
which carry dissages whioh may ba fatal to lhumans.

Spacifrically, the rehaels have nlaughtered 20 of only 42
e¢lephants living in the park. These elephants are part of a
reassearch projeot being ¢onducted by the Atlanta Zoo,

In 197%, the Rwandan Government, veorking jﬁinr1y with the
World Wildlife Fund and the African Wildlife Foundatien,
dmvelopad a program to relocate alephants living in a densely
populated area near Kigalli, the caplital city -~ whare both the
Qléphuntu' survival and agricultural preduntion waere threaktensd -
~ to ths porthern ragion of L/AKagqers Hatinnal Park  The adult
alaphanis oo =llwlualwa ana <3 young alephants were transported
by helicoptar to tha northaern region af L/Akagora, where Lhiay
have livard, prospored and raproducad for 15 yvearsg, Tha Arlanta
Zoo has haan sludylng the project, whicn it is hoped will serve
as a nodel for eolving similar wildlife problems tlhiroughout
Africa. Atlanta Zoo officlals ware forced to fles the ragion
when the troops invadad the park,

Rwanda Intalligance raeperts also indicate that the learers
af {ha invasisn, oparaling out of Uganda, are planning te launch
& naw front thruuyh tho volcano National Fark In northeastern

Rwanda., That park is tha home of tha famous mountaln gorillas
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faaturad in tha fi1m "corillas in the Mist." Fighking In this
reglon would threaten tho vaery existenca of the approxlmately 400
aximting mountain gori{llas in tho world,

The Rwandan Qovernment belisves that the protaction of
wildlife end nature 4@ extremoly important to lhe séco-system anad
critical for the uurvival'of Rwanda as a whole. Rwanda's
President, Juvenal Habyarimana, is commltted to conservation
projaeacta throughout Rwanda and he has racelved awards from
prestigious intarpational conservation groups for his comnltment.
Wwith a population of almest 7 million paocple, Rwanda is the most
doenoely populated country in sub-faharan Africa.

"1t is hoped that the friends of nature and the American
Governmant will help pravent further destruction of our natural
harlitage and wildlife by putting pressurs en tha Ugandan
gevernment -- which i& gupporting the invading forces -- to

reconwldar thelr policlies,” said Presidant Habyarimana after hae

waa Iinformed of the tragedy,
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